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I.  Introduction 
 

Hawaii’s QUEST Integration (QI) is a Department of Human Services (DHS) and Med-QUEST Division (MQD) 
comprehensive section 1115 (a) Demonstration that expands Medicaid coverage to children and adults originally 
implemented on August 1, 1994.  QUEST Integration uses capitated managed care as a delivery system unless 
otherwise indicated.  Also, QI provides Medicaid State Plan benefits and additional benefits (including institutional 
and home and community-based long-term-services and supports) based on medical necessity and clinical 
criteria, to beneficiaries eligible under the State Plan and to the Demonstration populations. 

During the reporting period, MQD continued to focus on a comprehensive health care delivery system 
transformation, called the HOPE Initiative.  “HOPE” stands for Hawaii-Medicaid Ohana-Nui Project Expansion, and 
the goal of the initiative is to achieve the Triple Aim of better health, better care, and sustainable costs for our 
community.  Within five years, MQD anticipates that the investments in healthy families and healthy communities 
will translate to improved health and well-being through decreased onset of preventable illnesses, improved early 
detection and optimal management of conditions, and continued sustainable growth rate in healthcare spending 
from reductions in unnecessary care and shifts of care to appropriate settings.  Ongoing regular meetings have 
been established for the “HOPE Leadership Team” to ensure HOPE initiatives were woven into the new QI 
Request for Proposal (RFP).  Recent meetings have focused on refining the care coordination/service coordination 
model for the new QI RFP.  The final version of the new QUEST Integration RFP was released on August 26, 2019. 

During the reporting period, MQD awarded the new QUEST RFP to four health plans.  Two received statewide 
awards and two received Oahu-only awards.  Since then, MQD received two award protests however, one was 
retracted.  The other protest was still open as of the end of this reporting period. 

As a result of the current public health emergency (PHE) declared by the federal government because of COVID-19 
disease, Med-QUEST will postpone implementing new contracts with health plans until further notice so we can 
take the time to make sure everyone can get the care they need.  Med-QUEST has taken steps to ensure members 
can make an appointment with their current doctor or health care provider at any time during the PHE.  It is 
important to point out that Med-QUEST was required to suspend all operations relating to the contract 
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implementation because a protest was filed. Our decision to postpone the implementation of the contracts is 
occurring regardless of the outcome of the protest. 

MQD leadership continued targeted communications with QI health plans during the PHE.  The task force that 
began meeting three times a week, reduced the meeting frequency to two times a week, with an enhanced focus 
on ensuring HCBS residential settings have the PPE needed to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  Also, the Medicaid 
Director continued to meet with health plan CEOs once a week to discuss high-level issues around COVID-19.  
Finally, MQD continued weekly meetings with health plan CFOs to discuss financing impacts to health plans and to 
providers as a result of COVID-19. 

MQD resources and activities during this reporting period were heavily focused on issues and interventions 
related to COVID-19.  Multiple policy and guidance memos were sent to Health Plans and providers.  MQD also 
worked with CMS partners to submit and obtain approval for 1135, 1115, and 1915(c) flexibilities during the PHE.  
Furthermore, MQD partnered with state emergency entities, QI Health Plans, and provider agencies to acquire 
and distribute 30,000 surgical masks, over 1500 pairs of gloves, 1250 shoe coverings, and hand sanitizer to the 
foster homes as preventative PPE.  Finally, in alignment with Hawaii statewide efforts to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19, MQD enabled its staff to work from home wherever feasible and practical. 

 

 

 

 

II.  Budget Neutrality Monitoring Spreadsheet 

 

The Budget Neutrality workbook for the quarter ending March 31, 2020 was submitted to CMS by the May 31, 
2020 deadline.  The Budget Neutrality spreadsheet for the quarter ending June 30, 2020 will be submitted 
separately by the August 31, 2020 deadline. 

 

 

 

 

III.  Events Affecting Healthcare Delivery 
 

A.  Approval & Contracting with New Plans 

The State of Hawaii Organ and Tissue Transplant contract was awarded and executed during this reporting period. 

 



5 
FFY 2020 (DY26) 3rd Quarter:  April 2020 – June 2020 
Demonstration Approval Period:  (Renewal) August 1, 2019 – July 31, 2024.  

B.  Benefits & Benefit Changes 

Compliance with Section 1115 Demonstration Special Terms and Conditions 

MQD continued monthly monitoring meetings with CMS through the quarter to ensure compliance with the 1115 
Special Terms and Conditions. During the third quarter, MQD submitted the Evaluation Design to CMS April 30, 
2020. CMS replied to MQD with their feedback on May 29, 2020. MQD finalized its Evaluation Design, based on 
CMS feedback, in the fourth quarter, on July 31, 2020.  The 2019 Annual 1115 Demonstration report was 
submitted on May 4, 2020. 

HOPE initiative 

PPDO and other MQD staff continue to work with our consultants, stakeholders and other parties to develop 
implementation plans for the initiatives outlined in our HOPE document and the MCO RFP.  Some of the areas of 
focus included identifying ways to address social risk factors through the care and service coordination process, 
further developing behavioral health integration across the continuum, supporting palliative care, and developing 
additional strategies to support advanced primary care models.  PPDO also participated in the development of the 
Quality Strategy.  All of these efforts required intensive discussions with various teams and the consultants 
assigned to this task. 

Collaboration with the Department of Education (DOE) to increase Medicaid Claiming for School Based Services 

Med-QUEST continues collaboration with DOE for Medicaid Claiming issues.  MQD staff continues to attend 
meetings, offer guidance, assistance and information when needed.  The DOE hired additional staff to assist in 
Administrative claiming issues and Medicaid billing, including a mainland consultant who specializes in these two 
areas.  DOE continues outreach for consent forms, and work with providers to ensure requirements for Medicaid 
claiming have been met.  The main focus for this quarter has been working on Administrative Claiming and a 
school health services SPA through collaboration with CMS. 

Hawaii Administrative Rules  

PPDO continues work amending the Hawaii Administrative Rules as well as the Medicaid State Plan to ensure 
compliance with new federal and state regulations and guidelines.  

No Hawaii Administrative Rules were amended, however, during this period, two (2) SPAs were approved: 1)  
Request for Waiver under Section 1135-The approval is included in the SPA 20-0002 approval (Date approved on 
April 30, 2020) 2) Appendix K: Emergency Preparedness and Response and COVID-19 Addendum  (Date approved 
May 18, 2020). 

Policy and Program Directives 

Part of PPDO’s responsibilities include drafting and issuing of Policy and Program Directives (PPDs) to MQD staff 
for information, clarification and action on affected individuals.  PPDs are drafted during the year as requests for 
clarification of current rules are submitted, or to inform staff of upcoming changes in policy or programs until the 
Hawaii Administrative rules are amended.  No PPDs were issued during this quarter. 

To inform providers of specific policy changes, the following provider memos were released during this period: 

• QI-2021 - Medicaid Fee-For-Service Rates - Effective July 1, 2020 
• QI-2021 - Guidance on SARS-COV-2 Antibody Testing 

https://medquest.hawaii.gov/content/dam/formsanddocuments/provider-memos/qi-memos/qi-memos-2020/QI-2021.pdf
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• QI-2020 - Coverage of Services for Autism Spectrum Disorder via Telehealth 
• QI-2019 - Updated DHS 1145 - Hysterectomy Acknowledgement Form and Rescinding 1146 - Sterilization - 

Consent Form Change 
• QI-2018 - Quality Portion of Auto-Assignment Algorithm for Quest Integration (QI) Members 

PPDO remains committed to ensuring programs and policies align with State initiatives and continues to broaden 
collaborative efforts with other divisions, offices and other both public and private entities, and continues to be a 
collaborative member of the KALO leadership teams. 

 

C.  Enrollment and Disenrollment 

Med-QUEST Division maintains a steady number of Medicaid applications completed by phone, generally just 
under 1,000 each quarter.  The phone process encourages the applicant to pre-select a QUEST Integration health 
plan.  Clients that apply by paper or online are auto-assigned a health plan and mailed a choice form.   

[Member Choice of Health Plan Exercised, appears in section XII.] 

 

Disenrollment Summary 
 

 # of Beneficiaries Reason 

Beneficiaries that requested plan-
to-plan change with cause 

7 4 Continuity of Care 
o 3 primary care physician 

not participating with plan 
o 1 continuity with former 

commercial plan. 
 
3 Service coordination 

o 2 LTC Foster Care Home 
operator not participating 

o 1 Newborn reassigned to 
health plan offered by the 
same insurer as non-
Medicaid mothers 
commercial health plan 

 
Beneficiaries that requested plan-
to-plan change without cause 
 

43  

Beneficiaries that changed health 
plan after being auto-assigned 
 

5,027  

 

 

 

https://medquest.hawaii.gov/content/dam/formsanddocuments/provider-memos/qi-memos/qi-memos-2020/QI-2020_FFS_20-09.PDF
https://medquest.hawaii.gov/content/dam/formsanddocuments/provider-memos/qi-memos/qi-memos-2020/QI-2019.pdf
https://medquest.hawaii.gov/content/dam/formsanddocuments/provider-memos/qi-memos/qi-memos-2020/QI-2018.pdf
https://medquest.hawaii.gov/content/dam/formsanddocuments/resources/RFP/QIRFP-MQD-2014-005-20130805FINAL.pdf
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D.  Quality of Care 

[See EQRO information in section XIV.] 

 

E.  Access that is Relevant to the Demonstration 

MQD worked to expand the availability of telehealth during the PHE.  In particular, MQD allowed telephony to be 
a reimbursable telehealth modality, aligned the Hawaii telehealth standards with Federal DHS/OCR guidance on 
appropriate telehealth applications, expanded FQHC ability to receive PPS payment for a telehealth visit when the 
FQHC provider is not at the FQHC when providing telehealth services, by granting hub location flexibility, and 
allowed FQHC PPS payment for telehealth services delivered to homeless individual. 

MQD issued memorandum in the previous quarter outlining the data requirements around Community 
Integration Services (CIS) for our homeless population.  In the current quarter MQD has taken additional steps to 
further define CIS policy around housing assessments, housing support/crisis plans, service authorizations, billing 
and payment, credentialing and contracting, program integrity and documentation, and member disenrollment.  
Memorandum containing this guidance will be issued in FFY2021-Q1. 

MQD has regular meetings with sister divisions that are a part of the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH), 
including Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division (CAMHD), Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division (ADAD), Adult 
Mental Health Division (AMHD), and Developmental Disabilities Division (DDD).  The goal of these meetings is to 
align and coordinate the behavioral health services that QI members receive with existing services that are 
available through DOH. 

 

F.  Pertinent Legislative or Litigation Activity 

The Hawaii state legislature began normal sessions in January 2020.  However, due to the PHE it abruptly ended.  
No pertinent legislation was passed because of the closure.  MQD participates in two active Legislative Taskforces, 
one involving physical health and mental health integration and the other involving hospitalizations of the serious 
mental illness population.  With the current PHE in place these Legislative Taskforces have been on hiatus. 

There are a number of ongoing workgroups that were established by the legislature that MQD is participating in 
including: Earned Income Disregard Program; Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver 
Administrative Claiming Special Fund which requires MQD and DOH to engage with stakeholders to develop and 
distribute information about accessing Medicaid services; and a Behavioral Health Care Workgroup. 

MQD was notified during the 3rd quarter of FFY 2019 of being party to a lawsuit along with the Children and 
Adolescent Mental Health Division, Dept. of Health for the provision of mental health services for a child/young 
adult.  There has been no substantive MQD activity related to this case during this reporting period. 

MQD is pursuing litigation regarding a drug, Plavix, for which MQD believes the manufacturers withheld critical 
information on drug efficacy as it relates to patient ethnicity.  Several key MQD employees were deposed in the 
2nd quarter of FFY 2020.  This case is expected to go to court in the 3rd quarter of FFY 2020. 

MQD is also pursuing litigation against Liberty Dialysis for alleged over-billing.  This case is expected to go to court 
in the 3rd quarter of FFY 2020. 
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IV.  Grievances and Appeals 
 

A.  Grievance Events that Affect Health Care Delivery 

See section IV.B. below. 

 

B.  Member Grievances and Appeals Filed During the Reporting Period by Type 

The following tables provide grievance and appeal events received during this reporting period.  

 

Grievances to MQD Health Care Services Branch (HCSB) 

April 2020 – June 2020 
Types of Member Grievances to MQD (HCSB) 

 
Description:  The following are grievances received by the HCSB of MQD.  These DO NOT include the grievances 
received by the Health Plans, which are reported in a separate table below. 
 
Health Plan Policy 4 
Provider/Provider Staff Behavior/Services 8 
Transportation Customer Service 2 
Treatment Plan/Diagnosis 6 
Fraud and Abuse of Services 1 
Billing/Payments 1 
Member Rights 1 
Medication 5 
General Information 2 
Forward to Other Departments 17 
Total 47 

Some grievances fit into multiple categories. 

 

Month # of Member Grievances Addressed by HCSB 
April 2020 15 

May 2020 16 

June 2020 12 

Total 43 
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Status of Member Grievances Addressed by HCSB 

  April 2020 May 2020 June 2020 TOTAL 

Received 
 

 15 16 12 43 

Status      

Referred to Subject Matter Expert   6 7 3 16 

Health Plan resolved with Members  
 

 5 7 4 16 

Member withdrew grievance 
 

 0 0 0 0 

Resolution in Health Plan favor 
 

 1 2 4 7 

Resolution in Member’s favor 
 

 1 0 1 2 

Still awaiting resolution 
 

 0 0 0 0 

Return to Health Plan awaiting Resolution 
Letter 

 2 0 0 2 

Carry-over from previous Quarter   13* 0 0 13 

*This contains a carry-over from 5/14/19 working with eligibility to resolve issues related to bills received for 
services not used by member. 
 
 

Grievances to Health Plans 

In addition to information for this reporting period, the tables below also includes information for the previous 
reporting period, FFY 2020 2nd quarter (January-March 2020), since such information was either not complete or 
unavailable to report in the last quarterly monitoring report to CMS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Types of Member Grievances Reported to Health Plans 

Medical  Jan-Mar 2020 
 

Apr-Jun 2020 
 

Provider Policy  11 10 
Health Plan Policy  25 23 
Provider/Provider Staff Behavior  71 79 
Health Plan Staff Behavior  34 35 
Appointment Availability  8 10 
Network Adequacy/ Availability  3 3 
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Waiting Times (office, transportation)  76 53 
Condition of Office/ Transportation  0 4 
Transportation Customer Service  15 11 
Treatment Plan/Diagnosis  16 24 
Provider Competency  13 13 
Interpreter   0 0 
Fraud and Abuse of Services  2 4 
Billing/Payments  19 22 
Health Plan Information  14 0 
Provider Communication  18 15 
Member Rights  12 19 
Total  337 325 

Some members had multiple areas that need to be addressed within their one grievance report to MQD. 
 

Status of Member Grievances Reported to Health Plans 

 
 Jan-Mar 2020 Apr-Jun 2020 

Total number filed during the reporting period  321 268 

Status received from Health Plans    

Total number that received timely 
acknowledgement from health plan  314 26 

Total number not receiving timely 
acknowledgement from health plan  7 6 

Total number expected to receive timely 
acknowledgement during next reporting period  0 0 

Total number that received timely decision from 
health plan  300 246 

Total number not receiving timely decision from 
health plan  16 16 

Total number expected to receive timely 
decision during next reporting period  14 15 

Total number currently unresolved during the 
reporting period  18 19 

 

Appeals to the Health Plans 

In addition to information for this reporting period, the next two tables also include information for the previous 
reporting period, FFY 2020 2nd quarter (January-March 2020), since such information was either not complete or 
unavailable to report in the last quarterly monitoring report to CMS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
During April 2020 – June 2020, there were a total of 308 Appeals submitted with the Health Plans. 
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Types of Member Appeals to Health Plans 

  Jan-Mar 2020 Apr-Jun 2020 TOTAL 

Service denial  76 64 140 

Service denial due to not a covered benefit 
 

 45 56 101 

Service denial due to not medically necessary 
 

 238 177 415 

Service reduction, suspension or termination 
 

 0 2 2 

Payment denial 
 

 9 12 21 

Timeliness of service  0 0 0 

Prior authorization timeliness  0 0 0 

Other  10 4 14 

 

Status of Member Appeals to Health Plans 

  Jan-Mar 2020 Apr-Jun 2020 TOTAL 

Total number filed during the reporting period 
 

 374 308 
 

682 

Status received from Health Plans     

Total number that received timely acknowledgement from 
health plan 

 362 304 666 

Total number not receiving timely acknowledgement from 
health plan 

 11 2 13 

Total number expected to receive timely acknowledgement 
during next reporting period 

 1 2 3 

Total number that received timely decision from health plan  349 270 619 

Total number not receiving timely decision from health plan  15 24 39 

Total number expected to receive timely decision during next 
reporting period 

 24 32 56 

Total number currently unresolved during the reporting period  24 32 56 

Total number overturned  238 174 412 
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Appeals to the State (State Fair Hearings) 

There were a total of 7 Appeals submitted to AAO.  All were resolved in member’s favor and did not require a 
hearing. 

 

Types of Member Appeals to State Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) 

  April 2020 May 2020 June 2020 TOTAL 

Medical 
 

 4 1 0 5 

Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) 
 

 0 0 1 1 

Van Modification 
 

 0 0 0 0 

Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) 
 

 0 0 0 0 

Durable Medical Equipment 
 

 0 0 0 0 

Reimbursement  0 0 0 0 

Medication  0 0 0 0 

Miscellaneous  1 0 0 1 

 

Status of Member Appeals to State Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) 

 
 April 

2020 
May 
2020 

June 
2020 TOTAL 

Submitted 
 

 5 1 1 7 

Status received from AAO 
 

     

Department of Human Services (DHS) 
resolved with health plan or Department of 
Health Developmental Disabilities Division 
(DOH-DDD) in Member’s favor prior to going 
to hearing 
 

 5 1 1 7 

Dismiss as untimely filing 
 

 0 0 0 0 
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Member withdrew hearing request 
 

 0 0 0 0 

Resolution in DHS’ favor 
 

 0 0 0 0 

Resolution in Member’s favor 
 

 0 0 0 0 

Still awaiting resolution 
 

 0 0 0 0 

 

 

 

 

V.  Adverse Incidents 
 

A.  Long Term Services and Supports (LTSS)  

In addition to information for this reporting period, the table below also includes information for the previous 
reporting period, FFY 2020 2nd quarter (January-March 2020), since such information was either not complete or 
unavailable to report in the last quarterly monitoring report to CMS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

For January to March, there were 363 adverse events, and for April to June, there were 339.  Combined there 
were a total of 702 adverse events.  The “Fall” category remains the top occurring incident. 

 

Types of Adverse Events 
MQD 

  Jan-Mar 2020 Apr-Jun 2020  
TOTAL 

Fall  142 120 262 

Hospital  90 96 186 

Death  35 27 62 

Emergency Room Visit  62 51 113 

Injury  34 45 79 

               TOTAL  363 339 702 
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The LTSS category includes a number of different provider types such as Community Care Foster Family Homes 
(CCFFHSs), Extended Adult Residential Care Homes (EARCHs), and nursing facilities.  The following provides 
greater detail on the adverse incidents reported to MQD by the nursing facilities for the reporting period. 

 

B.  Medicaid Certified Nursing Facilities 

Total of 16 reported adverse incident reports submitted during the period of April 2020 – June 2020. 

• 9 unattended/unwitnessed falls 
• 3 witnessed falls 
• 1 rib fracture 
• 1 back pain  
• 1 left foot laceration  
• 1 arm bruise  

 

Developmental Disability and Intellectual Disability (DD/ID) facilities are not included in the LTSS category.  Below, 
are the adverse incidents reported to MQD by intermediate care DD/ID facilities for the reporting period. 

 

C.  Intermediate Care Facility Developmental Disability/Intellectual Disability Facilities 

Total of 5 reported adverse incident reports submitted during the period of April 2020 – June 2020. 

• 1 unattended death.  
• 1 ER visit due to pneumonia.  Negative 

COVID test. 
• 1 ER visit due to bacterial pneumonia and 

seizure. Negative COVID test.  
• 1 ER visit due to epileptic seizure.  
• 1 ER visit due to cellulitis  

 

 

 

 

VI.  State Efforts Related to the Collection and Verification of Encounter Data 
and Utilization Data 

 

MQD conducts a monthly encounter validation meeting with all participating MCOs to address major issues in 
encounter data submission or validation.  Ongoing engagement supports a continuous data quality improvement 
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initiative aimed at decreasing the number of encounters that fail system edits.  MQD has developed an encounter 
reconciliation process directly with the MCOs that accounts for financial discrepancies between encounters 
submitted by the MCOs and accepted by MQD.  The protocol for this reconciliation process has undergone 
iterative improvements, and the reconciliation is conducted at least twice per year.  Substantial work has also 
begun to investigate and address the sources of discrepancies between the MCOs’ and MQD’s systems. MQD is 
currently working with its contracted actuary, Milliman, to refine a reconciliation process that will also compare 
encounters submitted by the MCOs to Milliman for rate development to those submitted and accepted by MQD.  
This process has been conducted on an ad hoc basis in the past but will be folded into an ongoing reconciliation 
process conducted annually.  Triangulation of the reconciliation process to identify discrepancies found in the 
three systems (MCOs, Milliman, and MQD), and reconciliation of those differences, will enable improvements in 
data quality to support the use of data in the State Medicaid encounter system for future rate setting. 

In addition to encounter data reconciliation, MQD has also worked closely with Milliman to effectively increase 
the financial consequences to MCOs associated with poor data quality in the State Medicaid encounter system; 
specifically, risk sharing for high cost newborns is exclusively based on encounters found within the State 
Medicaid encounter system.  Beginning in 2019, risk sharing for high cost drugs will also be based on encounters 
found within the State Medicaid encounter system.  Beyond these measures, MQD has also built new provisions 
into the managed care re-procurement RFP to enhance oversight into encounter data submissions during the next 
contract cycle.   

During FFY 2020 3nd Quarter, MQD continued to refine a process for addressing ongoing challenges our MCOs 
experience with submitting encounter data into the system.  The following projects were implemented in FFY 
2020 Quarter 3.   

1) MQD continued planning for a funding request to implement encounter data validation supports to 
improve encounter data validation, processing, investigations, and support from AHCCCS.   

2) MQD has made substantial progress in a contract with its EQRO to conduct an external encounter data 
validation project.  The project includes a full assessment of the Hawaii encounter pend system, including 
pend system edits; describes in detail the current process by which MCOs prepare files for MQD and the 
data challenges experienced or incurred as a result; and result in a full data quality profile of Hawaii 
encounter data along with the development of a data quality protocol that may be implemented by MQD 
to track improvements in quality as processes are refined and improved. 

 

 

 

VII.  Action Plans for Addressing Issues Identified In: 
 

A.  Policy 

During the reporting period, implementation of the Appendix K and 1135 Emergency Waiver amendments was 
completed.  An action plan for transition of cases is being drafted in preparation upon termination of the health 
pandemic emergency (HPE) period. 
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B.  Administration 

In May 2020, Hawaii procured an Asset Verification System (AVS) vendor leveraging the efforts of the New 
England States Consortium System Organizations (NESCSO) and its multi-state contract for electronic asset 
verification services with Public Consulting Group (PCG).  Also, in May Hawaii submitted a corrective action plan 
informing CMS of its approach and schedule to come into compliance with the requirements in Section 1940 of 
the Social Security Act (the Act) to implement an Asset Verification System (AVS).  Hawaii implemented an AVS 
portal in July 2020 and is actively engaged in the design, development, and implementation to integrate AVS 
directly to its eligibility system. 

 

C.  Budget 

See section IX. below. 

 

 

 

 

VIII.  Expenditure Containment Initiatives 

 

No new containment initiatives for this reporting period. 

 

 

 

 

IX.  Financial/Budget Neutrality Development/Issues 
 

For this reporting period, there were several prior period adjustments in capitation due to retroactive rate 
changes for the second half of calendar year 2018, all of calendar year 2019, and a portion of the first half of 
calendar year 2020.  These are not issues that need to be resolved, and are merely being noted.  
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X.  Monthly Enrollment Reports for Demonstration Participants 
 

 

A.  Enrollment Counts 

 

    Member Months Unduplicated 
Members 

Medicaid Eligibility 
Groups 

FPL Level and/or other 
qualifying Criteria 

Apr 2020 – 
Jun 2020 

Apr 2020 – 
Jun 2020 

Mandatory State 
Plan Groups 

      

State Plan Children  State Plan Children 358,074 115,682 
State Plan Adults State Plan Adults 110,180 34,796 

State Plan Adults-Pregnant 
Immigrant/Compact of Free 

Association (COFA) 
Aged Aged w/Medicare 86,937 29,061 

Aged w/o Medicare 
Blind or Disabled 

(B/D) 
B/D w/Medicare 71,304 24,009  

B/D w/o Medicare 
Breast and Cervical Cancer 

Treatment Program (BCCTP) 
Expansion State 

Adults   
Expansion State Adults 311,046 99,606 

Newly Eligible Adults Newly Eligible Adults 63,208 19,807 
Optional State Plan 

Children 
Optional State Plan Children 0 

 
0 

Foster Care Children, 
19-20 years old 

Foster Care Children, 19-20 
years old 

1,704 496 

Medically Needy 
Adults 

Medically Needy Adults 0 0 

Demonstration 
Eligible Adults 

Demonstration Eligible Adults 0 0 

Demonstration 
Eligible Children 

Demonstration Eligible 
Children 

0 0 

VIII-Like Group VIII-Like Group 0 0 
UCC-Governmental UCC-Governmental 0 0 
UCC-Governmental 

LTC 
UCC-Governmental LTC 0 0 

UCC-Private UCC-Private 0 0 
CHIP CHIP (HI01), CHIPRA (HI02) 87,368 28,724 
Total   1,089,821 352,245 
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State Reported Enrollment in the Demonstration (as requested) Current Enrollees 

Title XIX funded State Plan 204,108 

Title XXI funded State Plan 28,724 

Title XIX funded Expansion 119,413 

Enrollment current as of 6/30/2020 

 

B.  Member Month Reporting 

 

For Use in Budget Neutrality Calculations 

Without Waiver 
Eligibility Group Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Total for Quarter 

Ending 6/30/20 

EG 1 – Children 
 

116,194 123,449 120,135 359,778 

EG 2 – Adults 
 

34,104 
 

38,769 
 

37,307 
 

110,180 
 

EG 3 – Aged 
 

28,362 
 

29,083 
 

29,492 
 

86,937 
 

EG 4 – 
Blind/Disabled 
 

22,416 
 

24,421 
 

24,467 
 

71,304 
 

EG 5 – VIII-Like 
Adults 
 

0 0 0 0 

EG 6 – VIII Group 
Combined 

113,064 
 

132,066 
 

129,124 
 

374,254 
 

 

 

For Informational Purposes Only 

With Waiver Eligibility 
Group Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Total for Quarter 

Ending 6/30/20 

State Plan Children 
 

115,635 122,872 119,567 358,074 

State Plan Adults 
 

34,104 38,769 37,307 110,180 

Aged 28,362 29,083 29,492 86,937 
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Blind or Disabled 
 

22,416 24,421 24,467 71,304 

Expansion State Adults 
 

93,475 110,098 107,473 311,046 

Newly Eligible Adults 
 

19,589 21,968 21,651 63,208 

Optional State Plan 
Children 
 

0 0 0 0 

Foster Care Children, 19-20 
years old 
 

559 577 568 1,704 

Medically Needy Adults 
 

0 0 0 0 

Demonstration Eligible 
Adults 
 

0 0 0 0 

Demonstration Eligible 
Children 
 

0 0 0 0 

VIII-Like Group 
 

0 0 0 0 

UCC-Governmental 
 

0 0 0 0 

UCC-Governmental LTC 
 

0 0 0 0 

UCC-Private 
 

0 0 0 0 

 

C.  Enrollment in Behavioral Health Programs 

Behavioral Health Programs Administered by the Department of Health (DOH) 

Point-in-Time (1st day of last month in reporting quarter) 

Program 
 

# of Individuals 

Community Care Services  (CCS) 
 

Adult (at least 18 years old) QI beneficiaries with a serious mental illness (SMI) or 
serious and persistent mental illness (SPMI) who meet the program criteria, 
receive all behavioral health services through the CCS program. 

 

4,541 

Early Intervention Program  (EIP/DOH) 
 

889 
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Infant and toddlers from birth to 3 years old receive services to assist in the 
following developmental areas:  physical (sits, walks); cognitive (pays attention, 
solves problems); communication (talks, understands); social or emotional (plays 
with others, has confidence); and adaptive (eats, dresses self). 

 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division  (CAMHD/DOH) 
 

Children and adolescents age 3 years old to 18 or 20 years old (depending on an 
educational assessment), receive behavioral health services utilizing Evidence-
Based Practices and an Evidence-Based Services Committee, from the state 
Department of Health. 

 

955 

 

 

D.  Enrollment of Individuals Eligible for Long Term Services and Supports (LTSS) 

Long Term Services and Supports (LTSS) enrollment reported by the health plans is as follows. 

 

LTSS Enrollment [Data received as of August 25, 2020] 

 

 

 

 

 
Plan-to-plan change requests and results, specifically for LTSS members, are not tracked.  The QI program includes 
LTSS services amongst its benefits. 

 

 

 

 

XI.  Outreach and Innovative Activities 
 

The Health Care Outreach Branch (HCOB) adjusted to teleworking immediately when the National Health 
Emergency due to COVID-19 was declared as our branch is equipped with the technology to work and assist the 
community with enrollment assistance remotely.  

Health Plan Apr 2020 May 2020 Jun 2020 

Aloha Care 645 519 509 
HMSA 729 733 728 
Kaiser 301 320 312 
Ohana 2724 2689 2581 
United Healthcare 2216 2191 2040 

Total 6615 6452 6170 
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HCOB along with our community partners brainstormed, strategized and developed out-of-the-box ways to 
continue to conduct outreach, provide education and enrollment assistance in a remote way.  Businesses were 
shut down and many Hawaii residents were laid off and lost their health coverage.  Created flyers with pertinent 
information and contacts, distributed them by email and/or hard copy to other organizations and entities who 
were servicing displaced employees and struggling individuals and families, such as Food Drives/Banks/Pantry’s, 
Grab-N-Go Meals with Department of Education; Unions statewide, HR departments with the various Hotel chains 
statewide, Urgent Care Centers. Proactively contacted other small business, places of worship, to provide 
information on how to apply for health coverage. Continuing to process applications and change of circumstances 
for those who are incarcerated and in public institutions to help ensure a smooth transition and access to health 
coverage upon being released. 

 

 

 

 

XII.  Number of Participants who Chose an MCO and Number of Participants 
who Changed MCO After Auto-Assignment 

 

Member Choice of Health Plan Exercised 

April 2020 – June 2020 Number of Members 

Individuals who chose a health plan when they became 
eligible 

2,127 

Individuals who were auto-assigned when they became 
eligible 

10,717 

Individuals who changed their health plan after being auto-
assigned 

5,027 

Individuals who changed their health plan outside of 
allowable choice period (i.e., plan-to-plan change) 

43 

Individuals in the ABD program that changed their health 
plan within days 61 to 90 after confirmation notice was 
issued 

9 

 

During this reporting period, 2,127 individuals chose their health plan since they became eligible in the previous 
quarter, 5,027 changed their health plan after being auto-assigned. 
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In addition, 9 individuals in the aged, blind, and disabled (ABD) program changed their health plan during days 61 
to 90 after a confirmation notice was issued. 

 

 

 

 

XIII.  Demonstration Evaluation and Interim Findings 
 

During FFY 2020 3rd Quarter, MQD’s Health Analytics Office (HAO) submitted a received a favorable response from 
CMS on a draft evaluation design for the 2019-2024 1115 waiver.  The UH team worked on addressing CMS 
comments in preparation for submission of a final evaluation design to CMS in July 2020. 

 

 

 

XIV.  Quality Assurance and Monitoring Activity 
 

Quality Activities During the Quarter April 2020 - June 2020  

The External Quality Review Organization (EQRO) oversees the health plans for the Quest Integration (QI) and 
Community Care Services (CCS) programs. Health Services Advisory Group (HSAG), the EQRO, performed the 
following activities this quarter: 

 

1.Validation of Performance Improvement Projects (PIPs) 

April: 

• Provided PIP technical assistance to Ohana CCS on 04/13/20 and 04/17/20.  
• Provided Module 4 plan feedback to UHC on 04/03/20. 
• Received Module 4 plan submissions from Kaiser (04/14/20 and 04/20/20), Ohana (04/21/20) and Ohana 

CCS (04/21/20) 

May: 

• Provided PIP technical assistance to Kaiser on 05/12/20.  
• Provided Module 4 plan feedback to Kaiser (05/07/20 and 05/08/20) and Ohana (05/14/20).  
• Received Module 4 plan submissions from HMSA on 05/08/20.    
• Sent Module 4 intervention progress check-ins to AlohaCare and Ohana on 05/29/20. 



23 
FFY 2020 (DY26) 3rd Quarter:  April 2020 – June 2020 
Demonstration Approval Period:  (Renewal) August 1, 2019 – July 31, 2024.  

June: 

• Provided HMSA Module 4 intervention plan pre-validation review feedback on 06/02/20. 
• Requested Module 4 intervention progress update from UHC on 06/03/20.  
• Provided Kaiser Module 4 intervention plan pre-validation review feedback on 06/03/20.  
• Received Module 4 intervention progress updates from AlohaCare and Ohana on 06/19/20. 

 

2. Healthcare Effectiveness Data and Information Set (HEDIS) 

April:  

• Conducted virtual performance measure review/HEDIS audit with the health plans by 04/15/20. 
• Received preliminary rates from the health plans by 04/17/20. 

May: 

• Preliminary rate review was completed by 05/01/20. The auditor followed up with the health plans 
regarding any outstanding items. 

• MRRV Attachment 1 Final MR Summary Counts were due to HSAG by 05/18/20. 
• MRRV was conducted from 05/08/20-05/29/20. The QI health plans received their results reports on the 

following dates: 

 Aloha Care 05/20/20 

 HMSA 05/28/20 

 Kaiser 05/21/20 

 Ohana 05/21/20 

     UHC 05/19/20 

June: 

• The health plans submitted final rates on 06/01/20. 
• HSAG completed final rate review by 06/15/20. 

 

3. Compliance Monitoring 

April: 

• Continued reviewing health plan credentialing files and desk review documents. 

May: 

• Confirmed remote compliance review sessions with health plans: 

AlohaCare – July 29, 2020 

HMSA – July 22, 2020 
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KFHP – July 23, 2020 

Ohana – July 27-28, 2020 

UHC – July 21, 2020 

• Revised compliance review agendas and disseminated them to the health plans and MQD. 

June: 

• Continued reviewing health plan desk review documents. 

 

4. Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems (CAHPS) 

April:  

• Mailed second postcard reminders to non-respondents on 04/03/20. 
• Mailed third questionnaires and cover letters to non-respondents on 04/17/20. 
• Sent weekly disposition reports to the MQD. 

May: 

• Sent weekly disposition reports to the MQD. 
• Notified the MQD that the survey field has been extended on 05/18/20. 
• Notified the MQD that the survey field has officially closed on 05/20/20. 
• Received data files from subcontractor on 05/26/20. 
• Submitted adult Medicaid survey data to NCQA for all QI health plans and notified the MQD that NCQA 

data submission was completed on 05/29/20. 
• Sent the final, reconciled disposition report to the MQD on 05/29/20. 

June: 

• Received a copy of the signed Data Use Agreement (DUA) from the MQD on 06/22/20. 
• Submitted data to the CAHPS Database on 06/24/20. 

 

5. Provider Survey 

April: 

• Submitted the final sampling plan to the MQD on 04/10/20. 
• Prepared and submitted the 2020 administrative forms and associated documents (e.g., cover letters and 

reminder text) and sample frame file instructions to the MQD for review and approval on 04/10/20. 

May: 

• Received completed administrative forms, including approval of letterhead for cover letters from the 
MQD on 05/04/20. 

• Received notification that the MQD would like to postpone the survey administration until September on 
05/05/20. 



25 
FFY 2020 (DY26) 3rd Quarter:  April 2020 – June 2020 
Demonstration Approval Period:  (Renewal) August 1, 2019 – July 31, 2024.  

• Received approval of signature for cover letters from the MQD on 05/07/20. 
• Received notification that the MQD would like HSAG to reach out to the provider organizations (FQHCs, 

Pediatrics Providers, etc.) to engage the providers to assist with improving response rates on 05/07/20. 

June: 

• Prepared and submitted a draft letter to encourage providers’ participation in the survey for the MQD’s 
review on 06/01/20. 

• Sent an updated timeline to the MQD on 06/01/20. 
• Submitted updated sample frame file instructions to the MQD on 06/23/20. 
• Notified the MQD that the survey notification document was sent to the health plans to submit to their 

QUEST providers in the 2015 survey administration on 06/23/20. 
• Received confirmation that the survey notification process performed in 2015 differs from the MQD’s 

expectations on 06/25/20.   

 

6. Annual Technical Report 

April: 

• Submitted 2020 EQR technical report template to the MQD on 04/27/20 for review and feedback by 
05/08/20. 

May: 

• Submitted Follow-up to Prior EQRO Recommendations documentation request to health plans to address 
how previous EQR recommendations have been/will be addressed on 05/06/20. 

June: 

• Received feedback on the technical report template from the MQD on 06/01/20. 

 

7. Technical Assistance 

April: 

• None at this time. 

May: 

• Participated in a technical assistance call regarding 2019 & 2020 P4P with the Health Analytics Office. 

June: 

• Provided technical assistance to the Health Analytics Office as needed. 
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XV.  Quality Strategy Impacting the Demonstration 
 

MQD contracted with a vendor, Myers & Stauffer, to work on updating quality strategy to align with the new QI 
RFP and HOPE Initiatives.  MQD received a draft of the quality strategy from Myers & Stauffer during the month of 
March.  This draft is currently under internal review by HAO, HCSB and the Clinical Standards Office (CSO) MQD 
expects to gather and complete internal staff feedback, and complete the public comment period, in FFY2021-Q1. 

   

 

 

 

XVI.  Other 
 
Status of Current QUEST Integration Contract 

MQD received final approval from CMS on QI RFP SC#12 in this reporting period and implemented with the MCOs. 

 Also, MQD sent the executed contracts from all the MCOs to CMS for final approval on QI SC#13 which includes 
the QI Capitation rate from January 2020 to December 2020. 

Provider Management System Upgrade (PMSU) 

In partnership with Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS), MQD has moved forward with 
upgrading existing provider management software.  A PMSU vendor was selected in FFY 2018 quarter three, and 
we received approval of this vendor contract in FFY 2019 quarter one.  The Internal Verification & Validation (IVV) 
vendor was selected in FFY 2018 quarter four, to monitor the PMSU project.  The initial go-live date of August 26, 
2019 was postponed until March 2, 2020, to account for unforeseen complexities in business rules development 
and software coding and implementation.  The go-live date was then postponed to April 13, 2020 to ensure 
thorough testing of the system.  As we approached April 13, MQD and AHCCCS decided to postpone the go-live 
date due to the COVID-19 public health emergency (PHE).  There have been further discussions on the new and 
final go-live date. 

MQD named the PMSU project, Hawaii’s Online Kahu Utility (HOKU).  Hoku, in Hawaiian means guiding 
star.  Kahu, in Hawaiian means caretaker or pastor, one who looks after their flock.  Med-QUEST providers are 
caretakers looking after and taking care of members. 

MQD communicated an addendum memo (QI-2006B) to the MCOs and providers that included information about 
the new go-live date, updated registration in HOKU by waves, updated information about training materials and 
schedule and what an application ID is.   

MQD issued a request for proposal in 2019 to secure a vendor for our Provider Enrollment and Revalidation 
contract.  MQD awarded the contract to Koan, with an effective contract date of January 1, 2020.  With the 
Provider Enrollment and Revalidation contract, Koan is responsible with managing MQD’s provider hotline, 
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imaging (scanning) provider applications and assisting with screening and inputting provider enrollment and 
revalidation applications. 

MQD hired a new tech writer to continue the previous tech writer’s work.  The new tech writer worked on the 
provider training videos that will be available on MQD’s HOKU webpage.  There will be a training video for each 
HOKU enrollment type (Group Biller, Individual Provider, Atypical Provider, Facility/Agency/Organization and 
Atypical Agency).  

 MQD continues to face the challenge we faced in the beginning of the PHE, where our provider enrollment 
applications were paper based only and majority of our staff began tele-working.  Our clerical staff have been 
working hard to continue scanning our paper applications to a SharePoint site so that MQD and Koan staff could 
access them from home.  MQD and Koan have been prioritizing applications by working on new providers first.  
The reasoning for this is so that a provider ID number will be generated for new providers and they will be able to 
convert to the HOKU system and continue their re-registration. 

MQD is continuing to work in partnership with AHCCCS to identify and clean-up any conversion errors the defects 
that are detected in the system.  MQD and AHCCCS meet daily with CNSI to discuss and fix the system’s defects.  A 
goal for MQD and AHCCCS is to have very little to none priority 1 defects found. 

As MQD approaches the next quarter, we have been continuing our efforts to process new paper applications,  
continue to work on HOKU conversion error clean-ups and prepare for HOKU’s new launch date.  The new go-live 
date is August 3rd, and MQD will work on provider communications and updating the website.  In preparation of 
the new launch date, MQD will host HOKU refresher courses for provider training session trainers (MCO staff) and 
MQD/Koan internal staff.   

Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) 

In accordance with the 21st Century Cures Act, Med-QUEST Division (MQD) is working towards the 
implementation of Electronic Visit Verification (EVV).  In the federal fiscal year (FFY) 2020 Quarter 3 (Q3), MQD 
continued to collaborate with Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) towards implementation.  

During this quarter, the EVV Project Team completed the review and approval of the User Acceptance Test cases; 
which is the cornerstone for the EVV functionality as it reflects all the business rules configuration that are needed 
to support the EVV impacted programs. The project schedule was baselined that includes the Sandata, Arizona, 
Hawaii, ISD Development and Testing tasks. The baselined dates were communicated to all Hawaii EVV 
stakeholders. 100% of User Acceptance Test Cases were executed for Hawaii. 97% test cases passed with the 
remaining pending fixes from Sandata. Cycle 2 of User Acceptance Testing scheduled for August.  

MQD’s future EVV workplans include:  

The team will continue working with the IV&V provider to ensure the Medicaid Enterprise Certification Lifecycle 
requirements are met as well as ensuring a successful implementation and certification of the EVV solution. The 
team will continue working with the EVV vendor towards an implementation date of December 30th, 2020. 

 

APRIL  
During the month of April 2020, the AZ and HI EVV Project Teams baselined the project schedule, 
participated in focused workstreams that address training, outreach, support, device management, and 
certification. The baselined project schedule includes the Sandata, Arizona, Hawaii, ISD Development and 
Testing tasks. The baselined project schedule adjusted the systems Go-Live from June to October with 
mandatory EVV use on December 30th, 2020. Received and reviewed the User Acceptance Test Cases from 
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Sandata in preparation for testing. Completed the Staging Testing for the Provider and Member file 
formats & structure. Aligning with the Open Model approach, Alternate EVV vendor outreach materials 
were distributed to provider agencies and 3rd party vendors. Weekly Technical Review meetings were 
held with the MCOs and EVV vendor to ensure a smooth implementation.  
 
MAY 
During the month of May 2020, the EVV Project Teams focused on participating in focused workstreams 
that address training, outreach, support, device management, and certification. Systems Integration Test 
cases given to HI MCOs in preparation for testing with Sandata. Addressed many inquiries by the MCOs 
regarding the SIT/UAT testing approach. MCOs continued to progress with Authorization file testing with 
Sandata. Meetings were hosted with the MCOs, Home Health and Home Care provider agencies, Financial 
Intermediary, and Self-Directed MCO stakeholders to review the EVV baseline. Med-QUEST continued to 
actively work with health plans/MCOs and other key stakeholders to provide updates on the project and 
provide technical insights as appropriate.   
 
JUNE 
The EVV Project Team was actively involved in the Sandata Workstreams and reviewing applicable 
documentation from each workstream team. The current workstreams include Training, Outreach, 
Support, Device Management, Testing, and Certification. Med-QUEST continued to actively work with 
health plans/MCOs and other key stakeholders to provide updates on the project and provide technical 
insights as appropriate.  100% of User Acceptance Test Cases were executed for Hawaii. 97% test cases 
passed with the remaining pending fixes from Sandata. Cycle 2 of User Acceptance Test was scheduled for 
August to address the testing of the outstanding issues. Most of the health plan test cases were 
completed with Sandata in June. 

Clinical Care Guidelines 

Due to the pandemic the Division had to look at how services were being provided prior to the pandemic and how 
we could increase availability of services to the recipients.  The Division worked with the health plans and issued 
clinical guidance primarily focused on telehealth services.  We followed Medicare guidelines in allowing coverage 
of services that previously were not covered (telephonic only visits, allowing limited codes to be provided by 
speech, occupational and physical therapists, limited visits, etc.)  Additionally, guidance and, working with the 
managed care plans, we were able to issue guidance to the health plans on preventive measures for community-
based caregivers and their residents. 

MQD Workshops and Other Events 

 
Focus: HCBS Residential and COVID Meeting 

For: Community Care Foster Family Homes (CCFFH) 
Speaker Curtis Toma, MQD Medical 

Director 
Location Go to Webinar 

Length 1.5 hours Date  April 1, 2020 
Attendees Approximately 225 
Description An informational session to learn more about COVID, review preventative 

interventions, how to prepare the home to support isolation and quarantine, 
and discuss current challenges/issues. 
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Focus: Project ECHO Series: COVID Preparation Series and LTSS 
For: HCBS Providers and Open to Public 

Speaker Curtis Toma, MQD Medical 
Director and Aida Wen, Project 
ECHO 

Location Zoom 

Length 1 hour per session Date  April 22, 2020 to Present 
Every Monday and Wednesday 

Attendees Approximately 100+ per session 
Description Project ECHO® (Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes) is a 

successful, innovative medical education and mentoring program that builds 
PCP skills and improves access to and capacity for specialty care. It uses 
existing technologies to nurture sustainable learning collaboratives, 
connecting an interdisciplinary team of experts with primary care providers 
in rural and underserved communities. Sessions focus on COVID prevention, 
screening, and interventions in long-term services and supports settings. 
Recorded sessions are located at https://geriatrics.jabsom.hawaii.edu/ltss/ 
 

 
 

A.  Enclosures/Attachments 

Attachment A: QUEST Integration Dashboard for April 2020 – June 2020 

The QUEST Integration Dashboard compiles monthly data submitted by the Health Plans to MQD, 
regarding enrollment, network providers, call center calls, medical claims, prior authorizations, 
non-emergency transports, grievances, appeals, and utilization. 

Attachment B: Up-To-Date Budget Neutrality Worksheet 

The Budget Neutrality worksheet for the quarter ending 3/31/2020 is attached.  The Budget 
Neutrality worksheet for the quarter ending 6/30/2020 will be submitted by the 8/31/2020 
deadline. 

 

B.  MQD Contact(s) 

Jon D. Fujii 
Health Care Services Branch Administrator 
601 Kamokila Blvd. Ste. 506A 
Kapolei, HI  96707 
808 692 8083 (phone), 808 692 8087 (fax) 
 
 
 

https://geriatrics.jabsom.hawaii.edu/ltss/
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